[Demonstration and electrophysiological analysis of the blinking reflex in the rat. Value of the animal model].
The authors have developed an animal model for the electrophysiological investigation of the blink reflex. The justification for such investigations and the experimental protocol were presented. The authors studied the blick reflex with electromyographic recordings obtained after the stimulation of the supra orbital nerve (V1) in the awake rat and in the anaesthesized rat. Two components of the reflex, R1 and R2 were observed. The early component, R1 was ipsilateral to the stimulus. It was observed whatever the degree of anaesthesia. The R2 component came later and was only observed in awake or weakly anaesthesized rats. It appeared to be isolated and unprecedented by an R1 component when the contralateral supra orbital nerve was stimulated. The R1 responses were facilitated by prior ipsilateral or contralateral stimulation of V1.